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When it came time to teach Lesson 5, “Joseph Smith Receives the Gold Plates” in the Primary 

Manual 5 (2013 curriculum), I decided to make a historically accurate replica (minus the real gold and its 

weight ) of the Gold Plates.  I wanted to make the lesson come alive for my students – three, seven-

year-old rambunctious boys. 

I tried looking for gold aluminum foil, but after realizing it would easily tear, I saw metallic gold 

gift bags at the dollar store.  They were only available in the window display and I asked the manager if I 

could buy every last one.  Surprisingly, she was a little reluctant. “Those are the only gold gift bags we 

have left and they’ve been there for a while now.”  I politely pointed out to her; "You have a customer 

wanting to buy your window display.  There are plenty of other items you can put in its place!” 

(From Primary 5 manual: Doctrine and Covenants Church History Ages 8-11, Lesson 5: “Joseph Smith 

Receives the Gold Plates,” page 24) 

 Each gold plate was six inches wide and eight inches long. 

 Joseph Smith described each plate as “not quite so thick as common tin.” 

 Three rings bound the book of plates together. 

 The whole book was about six inches thick. 

 The plates had small characters engraved on them. 

 A portion of the book was sealed and could not be translated. 

 Joseph Smith was told that the sealed part would be translated at a future time. 

#1. Getting Started                                            

-Buy foam board and gold gift bags from 

the dollar store                                                             

It’s Up to You: The quantity will depend on 

how many students you have in your class –

that is, if you want to do a mini-version of 

plates (3-5 sealed or unsealed plates) for the 

handout. 



 

#2. Measuring                                                              

-Measure each plate: 8” long by 6” wide                                        

Tip: You will be able to get a lot of plates out of 

each foam board if you start from the left and 

work your way over to the right and down – 

making a massive grid on the board. 

 

 

 

 

#3. Cutting                                                             

-Use X-ACTO knife to cut out plates                                         

Remember: Stack the plates so the book is about 

six inches thick (use a ruler or yard stick to be 

sure). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#4. Hot Gluing                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

-Use a hot glue gun to glue/seal a portion of 

the bottom plates together                                     

Remember: A portion of the book was sealed 

and could not be translated. 

 

 



#5. Gold Gift Bag Wrap                                                           

-Cut out matching sizes of gold gift bag 

wrap to hot glue on the top, bottom and 

insides of the unsealed pages                                                       

Tip: Save the strings of the gift bag’s handles to 

use for the binding.  This was my 

engineer/scientist-husband’s idea since I did not 

have tall enough wire rings.  He drilled three 

holes down the side of the stack of plates (the 

first few top plates and last few bottom plates).  

Then twisted the ribbon, hot glued/inserted the 

shoelace ends of the ribbon in the top holes, 

wrapped around to the bottom holes/inserted 

and created the illusion the binding had been 

inserted completely down through the entire 

stack of plates.                                                                    

Confession: In this sample picture, my entire 

book was sealed since I ran out of time to back 

individual unsealed pages.  

 

 

 

#6. Gold Paint                                                           

-Use gold paint to cover the white edges of 

the foam board and make your plates look 

more “ancient”                                                                

Tip: Paint the edges before the binding is in.  We 

found that out the hard way! 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Finished Product 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email me at fhebook@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
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