
The Family: A Proclmation to the 
World, first three paragraphs 
 
WE, THE FIRST PRESIDENCY and the 
Council of the Twelve Apostles of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, solemnly 
proclaim that marriage between a man and a 
woman is ordained of God and that the family 
is central to the Creator’s plan for the eternal 
destiny of His children. 
ALL HUMAN BEINGS—male and female—are 
created in the image of God. Each is a beloved 
spirit son or daughter of heavenly parents, 
and, as such, each has a divine nature and 
destiny. Gender is an essential characteristic 
of individual premortal, mortal, and eternal 
identity and purpose. 
IN THE PREMORTAL REALM, spirit sons 
and daughters knew and worshipped God as 
their Eternal Father and accepted His plan by 
which His children could obtain a physical 
body and gain earthly experience to progress 
toward perfection and ultimately realize their 
divine destiny as heirs of eternal life. The 
divine plan of happiness enables family 
relationships to be perpetuated beyond the 
grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants 
available in holy temples make it possible for 
individuals to return to the presence of God 
and for families to be united eternally. 
 
The Influences of Righteous Women by 
Dieter F. Uchtdorf 
“A Unique Feminine Identity” 
 
The lives of women in the Church are a 
powerful witness that spiritual gifts, promises, 
and blessings of the Lord are given to all those 
who qualify, “that all may be benefited” (D&C 
46:9; see verses 9–26). The doctrines of the 
restored gospel create a wonderful and 
“unique feminine identity that encourages 
women to develop their abilities” as true and 
literal daughters of God. 3 Through serving in 
the Relief Society, Young Women, and 

Primary organizations—not to mention their 
private acts of love and service—women have 
always played and will always play an 
important part in helping “bring forth and 
establish the cause of Zion” (D&C 6:6). They 
care for the poor and the sick; serve 
proselytizing, welfare, humanitarian, and 
other missions; teach children, youth, and 
adults; and contribute to the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of the Saints in many other 
ways. 
 
Because their potential for good is so great 
and their gifts so diverse, women may find 
themselves in roles that vary with their 
circumstances in life. Some women, in fact, 
must fill many roles simultaneously. For this 
reason, Latter-day Saint women are 
encouraged to acquire an education and 
training that will qualify them both for 
homemaking and raising a righteous family 
and for earning a living outside the home if 
the occasion requires. 
 
We are living in a great season for all women 
in the Church. Sisters, you are an essential 
part of our Heavenly Father’s plan for eternal 
happiness; you are endowed with a divine 
birthright. You are the real builders of nations 
wherever you live, because strong homes of 
love and peace will bring security to any 
nation. I hope you understand that, and I 
hope the men of the Church understand it too. 
 
What you sisters do today will determine how 
the principles of the restored gospel can 
influence the nations of the world tomorrow. 
It will determine how these heavenly rays of 
the gospel will light every land in the future. 4 
Though we often speak of the influence of 
women on future generations, please do not 
underestimate the influence you can have 
today. President David O. McKay (1873–1970) 
said that the principal reason the Church was 
organized is “to make life sweet today, to give 

contentment to the heart today, to bring 
salvation today. … 
 
“Some of us look forward to a time in the 
future—salvation and exaltation in the world 
to come—but today is part of eternity.” 5 
 
“Premortal Life” from True to the Faith 
(page 115-116) 
 
Before you were born on the earth, you lived 
in the presence of your Heavenly Father as 
one of His spirit children. In this premortal 
existence, you attended a council with 
Heavenly Father’s other spirit children. At 
that council, Heavenly Father presented His 
great plan of happiness (see Abraham 3:22–
26). 
 
In harmony with the plan of happiness, the 
premortal Jesus Christ, the Firstborn Son of 
the Father in the spirit, covenanted to be the 
Savior (see Moses 4:2; Abraham 3:27). Those 
who followed Heavenly Father and Jesus 
Christ were permitted to come to the earth to 
experience mortality and progress toward 
eternal life. Lucifer, another spirit son of God, 
rebelled against the plan and “sought to 
destroy the agency of man” (Moses 4:3). He 
became Satan, and he and his followers were 
cast out of heaven and denied the privileges of 
receiving a physical body and experiencing 
mortality (see Moses 4:4; Abraham 3:27–28). 
 
Throughout your premortal life, you 
developed your identity and increased your 
spiritual capabilities. Blessed with the gift of 
agency, you made important decisions, such 
as the decision to follow Heavenly Father’s 
plan. These decisions affected your life then 
and now. You grew in intelligence and learned 
to love the truth, and you prepared to come to 
the earth, where you could continue to 
progress. 
	  


